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Training of thinking doctors, rich
in humanity

Established in 1973, Yamagata University Faculty of Medicine
will soon celebrate its 50th anniversary. Over the years, as the
only medical teaching institution in Yamagata prefecture, the
Faculty has produced many doctors and nurses, with the result
that its graduates now play a central role in many of Yamagata
prefecture's medical institutions.

In addition, the Faculty has been involved in a range of
state-of-the-art initiatives.

The term "student doctor" is now standard in the field of
teaching, and it was first given to the students who took part in
this Faculty's training. And the Faculty was also a pioneer in
introducing long-term teaching placements at local hospitals for
student doctors. In the development of our graduates' careers as
medical professionals, we provide a cyclic form of medical
training that encompasses not only undergraduate training, but
also training for postgraduates, and this initiative has resulted in
many of our graduates wishing to train at medical institutions
and facilities within the prefecture.

In terms of research, we have been conducting cohort studies
since the 2000s, and since being selected for the 21st Century
COE Program, we have expanded the scale of this research to
cover the whole of Yamagata prefecture and are developing it as
state-of-the-art research that includes genome information. The
cohort study is currently undergoing secondary examination,
and we are awaiting the accumulation of outcomes in the study.
Also, with regard to clinical practice, the Faculty was among the
first to introduce a Cancer Treatment Board (CTB) to facilitate
wide ranging discussion among multi-disciplinary professionals,
and has been able to provide high quality cancer treatment.

In recent years, the Faculty has also been designated a cancer
genomics core hospital, at which more highly precise cancer
treatment can be provided. Furthermore, we have introduced the
first heavy ion radiotherapy devices into the Tohoku / Hokkaido
region, and have begun to provide treatment with them.

We also have continued to provide teaching, research and
medical treatment during the COVID 19 pandemic, introducing
measures to prevent infection wherever possible.

The University's founding spirit is "Training of thinking doctors,
rich in humanity". Rising to the challenge of this mission, our
entire staff will work unstintingly and with a sense of
responsibility.
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Trustworthy medical care, rich in
humanity

Since its opening in October, 1976, Yamagata University
Hospital has been providing advanced and state-of-the-art
medical treatment as Yamagata prefecture's only advanced
treatment hospital, with the goal of "trustworthy medical care,
rich in humanity".

Recent advances in medical technology have been truly
outstanding, and we have introduced the most up to date
medical technologies and equipment into the medical
treatment that we provide.

A particular goal of the Hospital is the promotion of
state-of-the-art cancer treatment, and we were in fact the first
national university to establish a Cancer Center in the Faculty
of Medicine.

Through our multi-disciplinary approach to the treatment of
individual patients, the Cancer Treatment Board's Yamagata
Method has become a national model for multi-disciplinary
cancer treatment.

In 2019, the Hospital was designated one of Japan's 34 cancer
genomics core hospitals, promoting personalized medical
treatment that identifies the optimal therapy in response to the
particular genetic abnormality of the patient's cancer.

In addition, the Hospital has launched the Yamagata Biobank,
with blood and tissue samples donated by patients who have
consented to cooperate in our research, and advancing the
development of a system to provide genome therapy for
diseases other than cancer.

Furthermore, the only heavy ion radiotherapy devices in the
Tohoku / Hokkaido region have been operational since 2021.
In this way, the Hospital functions as a major support to
medical care in the region, and the entire faculty and staff are
working as one for the further development of advanced and
state-of-the-art medical treatment.





